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YEAR IN 


By Melina Bourdeau 
and Dalton Zbierski 


or most people, 2020 has 
Pe: one of the most tumul- 

tuous years on record. Many 
residents will remember this year 
primarily for COVID-19, an un- 
precedented virus that has killed 
thousands of Americans and sick- 
ened millions more. 

Despite the unfortunate devel- 
opments that have dominated the 
past 12 months, 2020 hasn’t been 
all bad. In the town of South Had- 
ley, residents have stepped up, 
taken on new responsibilities and 
banded together as they success- 
fully persevered. 

As part of this commemora- 
tive “Year in Review” edition of 
the Town Reminder, the editorial 
staff at Turley Publications has 
highlighted many of the news sto- 
ries that captured the essence of 
2020 to the fullest extent in South 
Hadley. 





January 


While COVID-19 had _al- 
ready begun to wreak havoc 
overseas, it was but a blip on the 
radar for the residents of South 
Hadley in January 2020. On Jan. 
4, a local tradition continued, as 
five young women were selected 
as finalists to become the Grand 
Colleen during the 66th annu- 
al Colleen Pageant at Holyoke 
High School. 

Among the finalists repre- 
senting South Hadley were Em- 
ily Couture, 18, Moira McDer- 
mott, 17, and Haley Dusseault, 
17. All five finalists would par- 
ticipate in a February contest 
that would determine the Grand 
Colleen. 

On Jan. 18, another annual 
Initiative was once again suc- 
cessful. “Bag the Community,” 
a highly-organized mass-collec- 
tion event coordinated by South 
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Chief Todd Calkins was thrown into the fire in March when he 
assumed full command of South Hadley Fire District No. 2. The 
fourth-generation firefighter is a 33-year veteran of the department; 
his experience is a valuable commodity during this crisis. 


Hadley High School students in 
conjunction with the Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors Food Pantry, 
celebrated its 10th year. 

Despite low temperatures and 
inclement weather, hundreds of 
contributors donated thousands 
of pounds of food items to the 
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South Hadley pantry. SHHS 
served as the sorting site, where 
a contingent of students orga- 
nized the goods. 

“T think that what we do here 
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The Johnson family & staff of Pleasant Street Auto Body & Repair, Hampshire Towing, Amber Scene 
Clean, and T+T Towing would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported us 
throughout this difficult year and beyond. We continue to look back fondly on the friendships we have 
with our customers, built on honesty & trust, throughout our many years in business. The greatest gift a 
small business can receive is a loyal customer, and we are proud to be of service to you alll. 

We are thinking of you during this festive time of year and send our warmest wishes for a 
bright, joyful, safe, & healthy New Year to you and your loved ones! 


The Johnson Family 
Bill& Tracey @ David © Robert, Jennifer, & baby Josephine 


Jennifer Archambault, Kevin Archambault, Becca Baz, David Baez, Debra Barnes, Daniel Bell, Carina Berard, Robert Bernier, Harry Bolio, 
Darci Bouchard, Jeff Bray, Christian Brinegar, Nolan Canale, Antoinette Cossey, Allen Croteau, Corey Croteau, Guy Demers, Matt Duga, 
Loryn Engelbrecht, David Facchini, Darrin Fenn, Karen Fernandes, Jason Fernandez, José Figueroa, Javier Fontanez, Matt Giera, 

Lee Jekanowski, Doug Jenkins, Michael Johnson, Cameron Kelleher, Jeff Kirley, Michael Kochanek, Josh Larivee, Jennifer Lemelin, 
Kraig Lynds, Aaron Morrison, Kim Myers, Anthony Pieras, Eric Platanitis, Stephen Pronovost, Ethan Provost, Walter Ragoza, George Randall, 
Travis Richer, Nick Riley, John Ross, John Roy, Dwayne Routhier, Douglas Rowland, Justin Sanchez, Emma Sawtelle, Danielle Scoons, Steve 
Sexton, Logan Simard, Steve Simard, Robert Smith, Shawn Stebbins, Heather Thresher, Mario Turrni, Luis Vasques, and Joel Ware 


Happy Holidays from our family to yours! 
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By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Writer 


rom a national election to 
H: global pandemic, 2020 

will certainly be a histor- 
ic year. Among the many events 
that happened this year, these are 
the top 10 stories from the 2020 
Town Reminder editions. 


COVID death count rises in 
South Hadley, cases reach re- 
cord high (Dec. 4, 2020) 

South Hadley’s COVID-19 
death count has risen twice 
more. Between Nov. 24 and Dec. 
1, two additional residents suc- 
cumbed to the novel coronavi- 
rus, marking the town’s 27th and 
28th COVID-related fatalities. 

“There were two deaths last 
week. We had a record week 
for confirmed cases with 27 
new ones, which is disturbing,” 
said Mike Sullivan, Town Ad- 
ministrator. “That’s two more 
empty seats at the table; people 
in South Hadley that somebody 
will miss. We don’t want that to 
be more than it has to be.” 

As of Dec. 1, South Hadley 
had reported an accumulative 
327 confirmed, 320 contact, 14 
suspected and 14 probable cases 
of COVID-19 this year. In each 
of the past two weeks, the con- 
firmed case count rose by 27. 
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NEWS STORIES 


Student Union starts ‘the 
fight against inequality’ (Aug. 
7, 2020) 

An active group of South 
Hadley High School students re- 
cently organized an Aug. | vigil 
that honored those who have lost 
their lives to police brutality or 
suffered from inequalities last 
week in the school’s parking lot. 

Last Saturday’s initiative 
served as the debut project for 
the recently established student 
group, the South Hadley Stu- 
dent Union. A score of residents 
joined the students in the high 
school parking lot, lighting can- 
dles and taking a knee to memo- 
rialize all who have succumb to 
racial injustices. 

‘We started the student union 
at our high school to fight against 
inequality issues and any oth- 
er racial justice issues that may 
arise within the community” 
said Sophia Kennedy, a rising 
junior. “It’s really powerful that 
our entire community can come 
together to show that we are 
dedicated to making change and 
that we are dedicated to making 
it now.” 


Continuing the conversa- 
tion: Gundersen speaks polic- 


ing (June 26, 2020) 
South Hadley Police Chief 
Jennifer Gundersen remains 


confident the local department 
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The South Hadley Annual Town Meeting on Wednesday was unlike any other, meeting in the St. Theresa 


of Lisieux Parish. 


is up to the task of serving the 
community. Since she arrived in 
South Hadley, Gundersen said 
she has placed an emphasis on 
community policing, a more civ- 
il and communicative approach 
to law enforcement. 

Gundersen joined the June 
23 virtual Selectboard meeting 
for nearly an honor to address 
questions that were submitted 
to the town. She immediately 
acknowledged the police-relat- 
ed incidents that have occurred 
nationally over the past several 
weeks. 


“We are extremely disturbed 
and disheartened by the violence 
that police officers have had 
against people of color in our 
country,” said Gundersen. “Our 
community, our state and our 
country are a little bit in crisis. 
My profession is in crisis, as it 
circles around how we provide 
services to our community.” 


South Hadley, Granby fa- 
vor Biden (Nov. 6, 2020) 

As many voters woke up on 
Nov. 3, everyone could agree the 
national election would be an 


historic one. 

As of 2 a.m. on Nov. 5, Vice 
President Joe Biden led heavily 
in South Hadley, accumulating 
6,587 votes, which amounted 
to 65.79% of the total count. 
At that point, President Donald 
Trump had received 3,223 votes, 
32.19% of all votes. 

Voters in Granby certainly 
showed up to voice their opinion 
with a total of 82% turnout in the 
national election with 3,945 of 
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Ware resident Susan Kenney was the 
first family member to testify about the 
conditions and problems at the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home. She lost her father, 
Charles Lowell, to COVID-19, and 75 other 
veterans at the home died of virus as well. 


NEWS STORIES from page 2 
4,855 voters who cast their ballot. 


Town meeting members talk fund- 
ing police (June 19, 2020) 

The June 17 Annual Town Meeting 
that occurred in the parking lot of St. 
Theresa of Lisieux Parish was brief but 
did not occur without disagreement. All 
eight warrant articles were approved, but 
a contentious discussion took aim at the 
$48,142,557 proposed town budget. 

As part of the approved budget, the 
South Hadley Police Department will re- 
ceive $1,237,768 for the 2021 fiscal year. 
Town Meeting member Anne Sobel of 
Precinct B began a prolonged conversa- 
tion by debating the morality and wisdom 
of funding law enforcement. 

“We are being asked to vote on an in- 
crease of approximately $175,000 for the 
police department,’ said Sobel. “Here’s 
the thing; we’ve been specifically asked 
by the Black Lives Matter to vote ‘no’ 
on all increases to police budgets and to 
vote ‘yes’ to reallocate such spending to 
health care, education and community 
programs.” 


Mower subject of debate at Granby 
ATM (July 30, 2020) 

An old tradition took on new form on 
July 25, as Granby’s 2020 Annual Town 
Meeting occurred outside in front of 
Granby Junior/Senior High School. 

The 82-minute affair was largely un- 
eventful with the exception of a conversa- 
tion regarding a lawnmower. 

Article 13 called for the town to al- 
lot $115,000 towards the purchase of 
an air-conditioned mower for the Pub- 
lic Buildings Department. The Finance 
Committee recommended that the item be 
postponed indefinitely. 


School committee selects super- 
intendent, Dr. Jahmal Mosley unani- 
mously approved (Nov. 27, 2020) 

The South Hadley School Committee 
voted on its next superintendent last Fri- 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
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Dr. Jahmal Mosley was selected by the 
South Hadley School Committee Nov. 20 
to be the next superintendent. 


day, after about a year of searching. 

The selected candidate is Dr. Jahmal 
Mosley, who was unanimously approved 
by the committee in a special committee 
meeting last Friday. 

Joining Mosley as candidates for the 
position were acting South Hadley Super- 
intendent Dr. Diana Bonneville and Dr. 
Carole Learned-Miller. 


Trust violated: Soldiers’ Home 
hearings depict a culture of noncompli- 
ance (Oct. 23, 2020) 

A culture of poor health care, staff 
shortages and a lack of infection control 
measures at the Soldiers’ Home in Holy- 
oke led to the COVID-19-related deaths 
of at least 76 elderly veterans this spring. 
On Oct. 20, family members of those 
killed or sickened by the unprecedented 
outbreak testified before a Joint Special 
Legislative Oversight Committee at Holy- 
oke Community College. 

For the speakers, a sense of closure 
was nowhere to be found. Present, how- 
ever, was a platform to address a panel of 
concerned state senators and representa- 
tives. 

Fighting back tears, loved ones emo- 
tionally detailed the negligent actions, 
lack of compassion and total absence of 
communication that transformed Holy- 
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* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
® Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. « cpap hie D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D 
Care Credit Financing Frit and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 


will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


Have Something to Share? 


Send your stories and photos 
to townreminder @turey.com 





oke’s “Gem on the Hill” into a facility 
marred by too many deaths. 


SRO inspired students to do more 
(April 3, 2020) 

Next fall, a member of the police de- 
partment will be asked to fill the void that 
has been left by one of the school dis- 
trict’s friendliest faces. 

School Resource Officer Steve Flem- 
ing, 54, announced his retirement on 
Thursday, March 26; Fleming assumed 
the position in 2011 and made an astound- 
ing impact on local students in the years 
that followed. 

“T’ve heard from a lot of the students’ 
parents that the students really respected 
Steve. He had a knack, they knew he was 
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Archive photos 
Town officials sat at the front of the audience during the July 25 Granby Annual Town Meeting, which was held outside under a 
massive tent. 


the real deal and you can’t fake that with 
these kids,’ said South Hadley Police 
Chief, Jennifer Gundersen. 


Dog park a reality (Oct. 30, 2020) 

After three years of arduous prepara- 
tion, the South Hadley Dog Park opened 
to the public on Oct. 8. The 1.8-acre fa- 
cility offers separate play areas for both 
small and large dogs to exercise and rec- 
reate. 

“Tt 1s fabulous. It’s beyond fabulous. 
The park is beautiful. It’s just wonderful 
for dogs and their human owners,’ said 


Brenda Mathieu, president of the Friends 
of the South Hadley Dog Park, a nonprofit 
organization that is seeking donations for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the park. 
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At the South Hadley Student Union vigil, the students wrote the names of people of 
color who died due to police brutality in chalk on the pavement. 
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Rayah Marie Bassett 


October 21, 2020 
Parents: Sarah Benoit and Zachary Bassett, South Hadley 
Grandparents: Sharleen and Michael Roman, South Hadley 
Gail and David Bassett, Ware 


Reminder 





Harrison Avery Dentzau 


April 2, 2020 


Parents: Nathan and Samantha Dentzau, Scituate 
Grandparents: Larry and Kathleen Hebert, South Hadley 


Mark and Susan Dentzau, Hampden 


Holiday offerings at the Granby Library 


GRANBY -— The following are 
upcoming holiday events by Granby 
Public Library. 

Kid’s help make New Year’s 
Eve sparkle at the Granby Library 

Between Dec. 29 to 31 pick up a 
kit to make a firework wand and take 
home a noisemaker and glow stick 
necklace. The Granby library has 
multiple copies of “Happy New Year 
everywhere” and the night before 
New Year’s Eve, as for a copy for 
curbside pick up. Need some movies 


AJ’s Autobody 


ASE Certified * Reg. Shop 3199 

m Family Owned and Operated 

M@ Over 35 Years Experience 

M@ Precision Frame Straightening 

H Custom Painting & Color Matching 
Mi State of the Art Paint Booth 

HM Glass Replacement 

@ Insurance cn 


HAMPSHIRE 
TOWING 


Call 24 hours a day 
413-534-5373 


ia lll Towing is also a full service towing an and 
ee] recovery company anywhere! @ > Vsa_ 


Wishing you a Horry Christnas! 


TRING Set 


FARMS 


Collision 
Specialist 


to watch or other books to read? Ask 
for a curbside pick up by calling the 
library ahead during open hours at 
467-3320. 


Teens, stop by the Granby Li- 
brary to get your glow on for New 
Years 

Stop by the library lobby Dec. 
29 to 31 during library hours Tues- 
day through Friday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. to pick up a couple of 
glow stick necklaces. Limit two per 


Wishing You dtealth 8 Happiness 
PLEASANT 
STREET AUTO 


BODY & REPAIR, INC 
Since 1981 ~ Mass RS# 1752 


413-532-9898 


teen. Need some movies to watch 
or books to read? Ask for a curbside 
pick up by calling the library ahead 
during open hours at 467-3320. 


Family movie night holiday 
theme DVD binge boxes 

A binge box is a box/bag with 
three DVD’s hand-selected for you 
by the librarians, a bag of microwave 
popcorn, an activity and a small gift 
to brighten your day. 
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Amherst, MA 01004 
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Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:00, 
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Rte. 116 & Bay Road, South Amherst, MA 
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Honaiesuers Maria 
Ferrentino 
July 18, 2020 


Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow 
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow 
Francesco and Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow 
Great-Grandparents: Noemia Rosa Tereso, Ludlow 
Mattea Maria Gisolfi, Longmeadow 
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GCAM hosts holiday 
programming 


Staff report 





GRANBY - The following are the events and 
schedule for the holidays from Granby Communi- 
ty Access and Media. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will be airing a Yule 
Log all day Christmas Eve and Christmas Day for 
residents to put in the background while preparing 
for their “stay-at-home Christmas” activities. 


Friday, Dec. 25 
12 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
6 a.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
7 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
9 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
9:30 a.m. - 2019 Granby Music All Grades Con- 
cert 
e 11:30 a.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 
e 1:30 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families 
Tribute 
2 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
3:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
4 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
4:30 p.m. - 2019 Granby Music All Grades Con- 
cert 
6:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
8:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
9 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
9:30 p.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 


On Dec. 26, there will be two marathons go- 
ing on both Channels 12 and 15 reflecting the pro- 
gramming that GCAM aired over 2020. Channel 
12 will includes things such as the Class of °70- 
"719 GJSHS Reunion, the East Meadow Teacher 
Parade, and the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Ja- 
pan with Todd Carpenter. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will be including the 
various sports games that happened in 2020 along 
with various talks and events such as the GJSHS 
Health Fair that happened. GCAM will even 
feature some of the projects that came out of the 
GJSHS A/V Production class. GCAM will have 
times ready to go for Channel 15 on Facebook, 
Instagram, and its newsletter where residents can 
sign up on the website at www.granbymedia.com. 


December 25, 2020 
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NEWCOMER OF THE YEARS Poel 
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By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - AI- 
though long-time high school 
principal Diana Bonneville has 
been a part of the South Hadley 
community for years, she was 
appointed interim  superinten- 
dent last November. 

While getting accustomed to 
the position, along with the rest 
of the world, a global pandemic 
thrust her into uncharted territo- 
ry. 

South Hadley School Com- 
mittee Chair Kyle Belanger said 
Bonneville hit the ground run- 
ning in her position, bringing 
back leadership meetings in the 
district as well as bringing in 
Jennifer Voyik as business ad- 
ministrator. 

During the 2020 fiscal year, 
Bonneville worked with the 
school committee to build the 
budget, going line by line over 
each item. Belanger said it was 


NEWSMARER or tur YEAR 





Archive photo 


In her term as interim superintendent for about a year, Diana 
Bonneville made “bold decisions” for the South Hadley School 
District while learning the position during a pandemic. 


at that point the committee 
earned a reputation for having its 


“marathon meetings,” some last- 
ing for six hours. 





He said coming into the bud- 
get process early in her tenure, 
Bonneville had to start from 
nothing and find a replacement 
administrative assistant. 

“By throwing the doors open 
and collaborating, we moved the 
needle on the deficit,’ Belanger 
said. “We asked the building 
representatives to present to us 
and asked them about what that 
line item was for and if it’s been 
used. We were finally able to 
achieve a collaboration in a way 
that benefitted everyone.” 

“(Diana) made bold deci- 
sion despite the ‘interim’ title, 
it shows her dedicated leader- 
ship,’ Belanger said. “There are 
folks who would opt not to ‘stir 
to pot,’ but Diana knew the dis- 
trict required bold leadership. 
She also so did all of this while 
learning the job.” 

One of those decisions in- 
cluded going remote at Plains 
Elementary after an increase of 
COVID-19 cases put a strain on 


Crossword P 


the school. 

Bonneville also served as a 
temporary principal at Mosier 
Elementary until a permanent re- 
placement was hired. 

‘“She’s been dedicated to lis- 
tening and having the conversa- 
tions that would have been un- 
heard of 14 months ago,” he said. 

Come July of 2021, Bonne- 
ville will be relieved by Jahmal 
Mosley, who will take over as 
superintendent. 

Belanger said Bonneville has 
put the district in a better posi- 
tion for the future than she found 
it. 

He equated Bonneville with a 
superhero. 

“Not many superheroes know 
they’re about to become super- 
heroes, Peter Parker didn’t know 
he was going to be bit by that 
spider,’ Belanger said. “In that 
same way, Diana didn’t realize 
it.” 


ibe Sullivan 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
SOUTH HADLEY - As. the 
COVID-19 pandemic dominates the 


headlines, South Hadley has looked to a 
man it could trust to deliver imperative 
information to the public. 

That man is Town Administrator Mi- 
chael Sullivan, and for that reason, the 
Town Reminder has named Sullivan as 
its newsmaker of the year. 

Sullivan, who is set to retire next 
summer, entered 2020 with his focus 
on a myriad of issues; none of them in- 
volving the novel coronavirus. When the 
COVID-19 outbreak reached South Had- 
ley, the town administrator accepted add- 
ed responsibility and relayed important 
protocols and mandates to the public. 

Nevertheless, not even Sullivan is sure 
how to interpret a year that has been un- 
like any other in recent history. 

“Tt’s almost the end of December, and 
I still don’t really understand 2020,” said 
Sullivan. “It has been an absolutely bi- 
zarre year dealing with COVID and try- 
ing to stay with the guidelines, coordinate 
directives, make sure grants are applied 
for and doing everything we can to keep 
the public informed.” 

Amid the confusion, Sullivan became 
a voice of reason and clarity. He noted 
that it could take years to truly decipher 
“af we did it right,’ but all signs point 
towards a job well done by Sullivan in 
2020. 

The tenured public servant credits the 
media for offering him a platform that 
has allowed him to educate the public on 
a string of developments that, at times, 
seemingly changed by the hour. He cred- 
ited residents for following through on 
difficult and unfamiliar, but necessary, 
safety measures. 


GPL from page 4 


Library staff will ask your child(ren)’s 
age(s). You can request a personalized 
box, feel free to ask for books, music. 

To request a holiday binge box call the 





Archive photo 
Town administrator Mike Sullivan 


“They haven’t always liked the chang- 
es but they’ve done what they needed to 
do, and we really appreciate that,’ said 
Sullivan. 

Over the course of 2020, Sullivan 
believes that public participation in mu- 
nicipal government has increased signifi- 
cantly. Throughout his 22-year political 
career, much has changed, but not even 
a pandemic has altered Sullivan’s per- 
ception of the invaluable role he plays in 
South Hadley. 

“Tt’s an incredible community to work 
in and work for, and it’s still all about 
communicating with people,’ said Sul- 
livan. “That’s been the same during the 
pandemic as it was pre-pandemic. I’m 
sure it will be the same after the pandem- 
ic; delivering information to people even 
when they don’t want to hear it or dis- 
agree.” 


library 467-3320 or email the library at 
granbypubliclibrary @ gmail.com. 

Library staff answer calls and emails 
on open library days Tuesday through Fri- 
day from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. Crow species 
4. Partner to flow 
7. Male offspring 
8. Sedate 


10. Orange beverage 


12. Pair of small 
hand drums 

13. 12th month of 
Jewish civil year 

14. Former Pirates 
Star Jason 

16. Computer 
company 

17. Made angry 

19. Beverage 
container 

20. Charlize Theron 
film“ Flux” 

21. Localities 

25. Consume 

26. Don’t know 
when yet 

2/. Bed style 

29. Make a low, 


continuous 
sound 

30. Wrath 

31. Pollinates 
flowers 

32. Association 

39. Prejudice 

41. Unhealthy 

42. Hasidic religious 
leader 

43. Distinctive 
philosophy 

44. Short-term 
memory 

45. In a good way 

46. Emperors of 
Ethiopia 

48. Imaginary line 

49. Of barium 

50. One’s sense of 
self-esteem 

51. Man who 
behaves 
dishonorably 

52. Monetary unit 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Rear of 
(nautical) 

2. He minds the 
net 

3. Ring-shaped 
objects 

4.When you hope 
to get there 

5. Young children 

6. Beloved hobbit 

8. Pigpen 

9. Wish harm upon 

11. Quick=eyed 
(Scottish) 

14. Scrooge’s 
phrase “__ 
Humbug” 

15. One more 

18. A ballplayer 
who only hits 

19. Once vital TV 
part 

20. Sixth month of 


Jewish civil year 





22. Advantage 

23. lype of tree 

24. Luke’s mentor 
__-Wan 

2/. Life stories 

28. Vase 

29. Tiny 

31. Package (abbr.) 

32. A photog’s tool 

33. Wood 

34. One of the six 
noble gases 
(abbr.) 

35. Pueblo people 
of New Mexico 

36. Wild goats 

3/7. A way to 
comply 

38. Horatio _, 
British admiral 

39. Actress Leslie 

40. Sir__ Newton 

44. Pouch 

47. Have already 
done 
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EDITORIAL 


Yes, Virginia. 
There is a 
Santa Claus! 


No one could have realized it back in 1897, 
but that’s when the New York Sun published 
what was to become an iconic part of local 
journalism history. The Sun printed what is 
now the most widely read letter to a newspa- 
per. It was sent by an 8-year-old New York City 
girl named Virginia O’Hanlon. The response 
to her letter by editorial writer Francis Phar- 
cellus Church is a message of love, magic and 
hope. Considering this past year, we imagine 
many readers could use a generous serving of 
that next to a plate of Christmas cookies. So, 
here is the full text of that historic letter: 


Dear Editor, 


Iam & years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. 

Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 


Virginia O’ Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except 
they see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or chil- 
dren’s, are little. In this great universe of ours 
man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things 1n the world 
are those that neither children nor men can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all 
the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world. 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil cov- 
ering the unseen world which not the strongest 
man, nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. 
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can 
push aside that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? 
Ah, Virginia, 1n all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and 
he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood. 
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Memories bring you home again 


his will be the first year in many de- 
cades that I won’t celebrate Christ- 
mas with my siblings. I am certain 
that many of you are in the same boat, so 
to speak. While we are all doing 
what we can to slow the spread 
of the virus, it doesn’t always 
come easy. Reflecting back on 
the Christmases of my childhood 
conjure up so many wonderful 
memories; many of them involv- 
ing plants of one kind or another. 
Read on for some McQuaid nos- 
talgia. 

I'd start bugging my dad 
around Halloween to visit the 
local tree farm to tag our Christ- 
mas tree. Lucky for me he knew 
the owners, so when we knocked 
on the door in late October we 






, 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


both looked the same! Mom would add a red 
bow, some fake berries and a pine cone or 
two and off it went to New Jersey, New York 
or wherever education and destination took 
my brothers and sister. 
Another early Christmas 
memory was of a white pine 
Christmas tree my next oldest 
brother decorated for his room. 
It was tiny, and a real “Charlie 
Browner” but as a little kid I 
thought it was really cool how 
he made the ornament by roll- 
ing tiny Styrofoam balls in 
glitter then decorating them 
with ric rac. The coffee can 
filled with sand as his “stand” 
was pretty cool too. When I 
mentioned the tree to him just 
recently he had forgotten all 





were handed a tag and a grease 
pen without so much as a strange 
glance. I was very particular 
about my tree, that is why we “tagged” so 
early. It had to be on the tall side, but stout. 
Not perfect, by any means; there had to be 
“holes” in which to put the houses and the 
bird’s nests. It seemed, though, that we al- 
ways picked the first coldest day of the year. 
Dad’s bum finger would be blue, but no mat- 
ter, he’d humor me as I’d circle the tree farm 
from front to back at least twice to get the 
“best” tree. 

Fast forward to the day after Thanksgiv- 
ing when my parents and older siblings home 
from college or work would trek up into the 
woods, passing by the “cellar hole” ending 
up by the “big rock.” With garbage bags in 
hand we’d pick Princess Pine, enough to 
make a wreath for our door, and one each 
for the other kids to take back with them. 
This was a grand adventure for a small child. 
It seemed as if we were in no man’s land, 
although we were likely less than a quarter 
of a mile from home! When we were sure 
we had enough we’d head back down the 
hill, and dad would get right to work. I can 
still picture him on the back porch bending 
a coat hanger into a circle, attaching some 
wire and reaching into the bag of greens to 
gather up bunches and attach them to the 
frame. He used to do such a good job that 
you couldn’t tell where he started or finished 
and you could use either side of the wreath; 


Roberta McQuaid 


about it. 

One especially fond re- 
membrance is of my babci’s 
Christmas cactus ablaze in blooms on a 
plant stand in my mother’s room. I ended 
up with the plant as well as its stand. And 
although I rarely achieve the fireworks bab- 
ci or my mother did, this year I did have a 
dozen or so of the fuchsia-colored flowers, 
starting around Thanksgiving and continu- 
ing to Christmas. The plant is mostly in 
good shape for being close to a century old! 

I have children of my own now and it’s 
fun to intersperse our new traditions with 
some from my own childhood. Right after 
Thanksgiving I make a wreath for a friend’s 
birthday. And although I don’t drag my hus- 
band to the tree farm in October, I do make 
him circle the farm a few times to make sure 
we find the perfect tree. 

Whatever your memories are, share 
them, and if the mood suits you, write them 
down for your kids and grandkids to enjoy. 
Merry Christmas! 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
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A QUOTE 
of NOTE 
¢ People have to 
realize that this 
probably is going to 
go on for more than 
a month. Maybe even 
several months. 
At this time, we just 
don’t know. It’s 
going to get worse 
before it gets better; 
we’re not at 
the peak yet. 99 


State Rep. Dan Carey 

on March 20, 2020. 

Local, state officials in close 
communication 
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LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any sub- 
missions. Libelous, un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or defa- 
mation of character are not 
allowed. Deadline for sub- 
missions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (preferred) 
letters to townreminder@ 
turley.com. Mailed letters 
can be sent to Town Re- 
minder, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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By Melina Bourdeau 


he adage, “A pic- m8," re We \' \ 

ture is worth 1,000 Reed iy poe 

words” certainly Si ' ou ie 
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rings true in photojournal- 
ism. Photographs can of- 
ten tell a story better than 





















the words printed next to 
it and draw a reader in. 
These are 10 photographs 
which captured — both 
newsworthy and _ historic 
moments in the lives of 
people in the community 
in 2020. 
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in Wonderland. The Michael E. Smith Middle School play was held on Feb. 7. 
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daddy,” Errico-Bauer said. 
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Curtis Lucchesi walks up the stage to get his 
diploma while his loved ones cheer at the 
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Massachusetts Military drive-up graduation on Friday, Aug. 7. Staff 
Order of the Purple Heart members 
Commander Brian Willette and residents 
= arrived at the senior center celebrate 
Photo by Dalton Zbierski 98 Nov. 10 to thank fellow Loomis 
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Students from grades seven through 12 
were invited to go to the reverse parade 
held at Granby High School on May 29. 
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Photo by Melina Bourdeau 
At its first outdoor graduation, the Granby High School seniors marched through the 
parking lot where their families sat in their cars on June 8. 
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May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 
Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 


@ Your local hometown newspapers 
U rile Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette ¢ Chicopee Register ¢ Country Journal ¢ Journal Register © Quaboag Current 
The Register ¢ Sentinel ¢ The Sun ¢ Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News ¢ Wilbraham Times 
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YEAR IN REVIEW from page 1 


really has an impact; it creates a sense of community 
around the town. I think that what we do here really has 
an impact; a lot of people come back, and I think one of 
the biggest things you can do is come back year after 
year,” said Haley Werenski, a SHHS senior. 


February 

As COVID-19 remained largely outside of the public 
eye, another dilemma threatened western Massachusetts 
in February, a recycling crisis. In the aftermath of China’s 
National Sword policy, the United States lost its longtime 
landing spot for the majority of its plastic waste. 

With China no longer serving as a feasible disposal 
location, recycling costs across the country subsequently 
skyrocketed. The town of South Hadley was among many 
municipalities looking to adapt to the circumstances, and 
the implications of the recycling market crash became the 
focus of a Feb. 8 forum inside of the Town Hall. 

In May, South Hadley agreed to a recycling contract 
with Republic Services, which saw costs increase across 
the board. 

Another tradition continued on Feb. 28, as Lenten 
Lunches returned to the St. Patrick’s Social Center on 
Main St. Since Lenten Lunches debuted in 1970, it has en- 
abled the parish to contribute $100,000 to various causes. 

“We welcome everybody, we’re very cheerful and hope 
that everyone has a good time. If someone’s having a bad 
day, we hope that we can make them smile,” said organizer 
Laura Marsh. 

Boasting a menu that included a variety of meal items, 
most prominently lobster Mac ‘n Cheese, the 50th edition 
of the weekly Lenten fundraiser was a hit, despite being 
cut short by the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


March 


When March of 2020 first made its acquaintance, a 
sense of unease surrounding the novel coronavirus was 
present throughout the community. It did not prevent nu- 
merous gatherings from occurring in South Hadley. 

On March 4, thousands of residents entered the halls 
of SHHS to cast ballots in the local and state elections. 
South Hadley TRIAD maintained a steady presence in the 
halls of the school throughout the day, educating voters on 
the importance of items such as lock boxes, Files of Life, 
smoke and CO detectors and house numbering. 

“The turnout’s been incredible,’ said Lt. Jason Houle 
of Fire District 1. “We’ve been here a couple of years now 
with the police department and TRIAD, and I’ve never 


School Resource Officer 
Steve Fleming announced his 
retirement from the South 
Hadley Police Department on 
March 26. 
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to run the week of 
December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 
The Register, Sentinel, 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current 
e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 
Ware River News 
The Journal Register 
e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 
. Town Reminder, 

. Chicopee Register and 

The Holyoke Sun 





to run the week of 
December 28 - 
January 1, 2021: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 
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seen this many people come through. It’s five times busier 
than what we usually see during [Election Day].” 

On March 14, with COVID-19 already having reached 
the region, the Knights of Columbus Elder Council 69 in 
Chicopee hosted what perhaps was the final South Had- 
ley-led large-scale indoor gathering of the year. Organized 
by the South Hadley contingent of the Holyoke St. Pat- 
rick’s Day Parade Committee, the event and its attendees 
braved the onset of the pandemic. 

“T consider us lucky; our money was already paid,’ 
said event organizer Jacqueline Reardon. “We had already 
paid for the [venue] and the food. I think people need 
to take care of themselves and I certainly do understand 
where people are coming from because there are seniors 
and infants and people who are compromised who really 
shouldn’t be around everyone.” 

Less than 24 hours later, Gov. Charlie Baker would 
prohibit gatherings of more than 25 people, a number that 
would soon be lowered to 10. COVID-19 began its rapid 
spread into the commonwealth, a stay-at-home advisory 
was implemented and society was changed, all in the span 


of March. 
April 


Entering April, it was believed by some that the pan- 
demic would come and go in the span of several weeks. It 
soon became apparent that COVID-19 was a danger that 
was here to stay. 

The difficult reality was captured by South Hadley 
Town Administrator Mike Sullivan on April 8, who urged 
residents to comply with mandates and prepare them- 
selves for the tremendous sacrifices they would be forced 
to make in the months that followed. 

“There are going to be people who don’t like the deci- 
sions that we’ve made, but let’s get through this and then 
there will be plenty of time to complain about it. Right 
now, you’re in the middle of veering off the road on an icy 
highway. That’s not the time to have a conversation about, 
“We should have had snow tires,’”’ said Sullivan. 

Sharon Hart, South Hadley’s Emergency Management/ 
Health Director, was praised by town officials in April for 
the strategic measures she took in January and February 
to ensure that the town possessed an adequate amount of 
personal protective equipment. 

Weeks before PPE became almost unattainable, Hart 
acquired a surplus of gloves, gowns, sanitizers, a variety 
of masks and other significance items such as cleaning 
supplies. She made the decision after observing the ef- 
fects of COVID-19 in China, where it originated from, 
and hinted at the fact that more orders would be necessary. 

“Supplies from the private market are thin and are 
back-ordered now up to eight weeks. We will continue 
to order supplies from both MEMA and privately as this 
pandemic may be here for a while,” said Hart in late April. 

A beloved community figure also retired in April. 
School Resource Officer Steve Fleming, who also served 
as South Hadley’s TRIAD officer, retired following the in- 
definite closure of schools. 

Since joining the department in 1989, Fleming in- 
spired countless residents both young and old. Following 
his retirement, Fleming accepted a position as the direc- 
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Patrick McGrevy picks his diploma up from the table at 
the drive-up graduation for South Hadley High School. 


tor of the South Hadley Drug & Alcohol Prevention Co- 
alition, a decision that was influenced by his love for the 
school district. 

“As an SRO, you feel like you’re a part of the school 
community just about as much as the police department 
because you’re there all the time,” said Fleming. “It’s not 
about walking up and down the halls with a gun and a 
badge. It’s about being a resource for the school; I could 
be a parent, a counselor or someone friendly that the stu- 
dents can come talk to.” 


May 


May brought better days, and while the pandemic 
continued, positive case counts began to lesson in com- 
parison to March and April. Social distancing became 
more familiar, and residents discovered new, creative 
ways to connect. 

Vehicle parades were among the most popular meth- 
ods of interacting to be popularized in the spring. On 
May 14, the South Hadley and Granby Chamber of Com- 
merce orchestrated a parade, encouraging local business- 
es to keep on keeping on. 

“The chamber wanted to let our local businesses 
know that we were thinking about them and provide a lit- 
tle bit of cheer for them. It’s really to remind folks during 
these challenging times that the business community in 
South Hadley 1s still present; it’s still open for business,” 
said Chamber President Michelle Theroux. 

At the height of the pandemic, no locations were bus- 
ier than conservation lands. After being inaccessible for 


Please see YEAR IN REVIEW, page 12 
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Soccer changes affected approach to game 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION—The MIAA made 
several rule changes to the sport 
of soccer this past fall due to 
COVID-19. 

It took a couple of matches 
for the players, coaches, and ref- 
erees to get used to the new mod- 
ified rules. 

“It did take some time for 
the players to get used to the 
new rules. We’re hoping to go 
back to soccer without modifi- 
cations next year,” said Monson 
girls’ varsity soccer coach Eric 
Degnan. “The players deserve 
a lot of credit. You also have to 
give the referees a lot of credit 
as well. It wasn’t very easy for 
them either.” 

Granby girls varsity soccer 
coach Robert Weaver was happy 
his players had the opportunity 
to play some matches this fall. 

“The girls were very happy 
just to be getting together, prac- 
ticing and playing soccer while 
following the modifications,” 
Weaver said. “At Granby, we had 
great backing from the school’s 
administration, school commit- 
tee, and health department.” 

One of the rule changes was 
the elimination of throw-ins. 
When the ball crossed the touch- 
line, the restart was a kick-in, 
which was the same as an indi- 


rect kick. The ball was placed on 
the spot on the touchline where 
the ball went out of bounds or 
behind it. 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soccer 
coach Greg Kolodziey really 
didn’t mind the elimination of 
throw-ins. 

‘“‘We have benefitted over the 
years from having a player who 
could throw it far,’ Kolodziey 
said. “You could create more 
scoring chances on more restarts 
with the kick-in.” 

There were also no head balls 
allowed. 

“T think the rule change that 
affected the game the most was 
elimination of head balls. I’ve 
never seen so many well-ex- 
ecuted shoulder balls in my 
life,’ Kolodziey added. “But 
there were a lot of good scoring 
chances missed by all the teams 
due to not being allowed to head 
the ball.” 

Players were not allowed to 
make intentional physical con- 
tact with an opposing player. 

“We always stress the impor- 
tance of not committing reckless 
and needless fouls,’ Kolodziey 
said. “If the health situation is 
under control, I do think all the 
modified rules will be changed 
back next season.” 

Goalkeepers weren’t allowed 
to kick, punt dropkick, or throw 
the ball in the air beyond the 


midfield line. 

If the ball did travel in the 
air beyond the midfield line 
without touching a player, the 
resulting restart was an indi- 
rect kick for the opposing team 
from the spot it crossed midfield. 
“T strongly disliked the rule 
where the goalie could not punt, 
or goal kick the ball over half,” 
said Ware boys varsity soc- 
cer coach Jesse Trzpit “To me, 
it didn’t make a lot of sense to 
begin with, I didn’t see how it 
benefitted anyone’s safety and 
it also took a large advantage 
away from our team. Our start- 
ing goalie consistently kicks the 
ball over half which gives us an 
opportunity to move the ball up 
field more so than other ways. 
Our backup goalie also has the 
ability to do this.” 

All of the high school soc- 
cer matches were played in four 
ten-minute quarters instead of 
two twenty minutes halves. 

A couple of the other rule 
changes were corner kicks were 
indirect kicks, no timeouts will 
be allowed, and there were no 
rebounds allowed on_ penal- 
ty kicks. Coaches, players and 
referees wore masks during the 
game. 

Everyone is hoping to have a 
normal high school soccer sea- 
son in the fall of 2021. 





Girls soccer adjusted to the modified rules of soccer, which included 
no throw-ins and goalies could not punt over the half line. 





Boys soccer had to do without head balls, a big part of the attack game. 





Claremont to host 
Granite Pro Stock Series 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Granite 
State Pro Stock Series officials 
announced on Thursday a 15- 
race schedule for the 2021 race 
season. The slate will bring 
drivers to three different New 
England states -- while visiting 
eight different tracks in one of 
the most complete schedules the 
series has ever offered for teams 
and fans. 

The calendar is headlined by 
the annual Newport Chevrolet 
150 at Claremont Motorsports 
Park, this time on Saturday, July 
31 -- a $10,000 to win show that 
is sure to draw the top Super 
Late Model talent in the region. 
The series will also make a de- 
but at one of New England’s 
most historic tracks and return 
to multiple staple facilities, with 
a mix of flat and banked tracks 
planned. 

“We're thrilled with the way 
our schedule came together for 
the 2021 season,’ Mike Parks, 
president of the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, said. “We al- 
ways strive to get 14-16 races 
and we were able to accomplish 
it again. We think our competi- 
tors and fans will enjoy it.” 


The season starts with the 


big debut in Connecticut. Gran- 
ite State teams will compete at 
Stafford Motor Speedway for 
the first time as part of the annu- 
al NAPA Spring Sizzler week- 
end on Saturday, April 24 -- a 
one-day show. Pro Stocks are 
no stranger to the Arute-owned 
facility -- having run as a weekly 
division for decades -- but now, 
the touring stars will invade to 
compete with some of the local 
talent that are sure to find them- 
selves a ride. 


“To say we are thrilled to fi- 


nally bring the Granite State Pro 
Stock Series to Stafford would 
be an understatement,’ Parks 
said. “This will be the icing on 
the cake to kick-off the Great- 
est Race in the History of the 
Spring, the annual NAPA Spring 
Sizzler. It’s going to be an amaz- 
ing event for our series and the 
track both.” 


Following Stafford, just one 


week later, Monadnock Speed- 
way will host their first of two 
series events on Sunday after- 
noon, May 2 as part of their sea- 


Please see PRO STOCK, page 11 


Several unknowns for winter season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - 


Massachusetts, winter sports 


are scheduled to begin in early 
January, but that is pending the 
creation of a new schedule and 


the Pioneer Valley Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Conference forming 


geographic “bubble” leagues for 
basketball and hockey, as well 


as Swimming. 
In November, the PVIAC 


agreed to go ahead with winter 
sports, but made a number of 


rulings: 


¢ Compete in a bubble that 
will limit contact with fewer 


athletes (schools). 

e Start date for winter sports 
January 4, 2021 through Febru- 
ary 20, 2021 

e The 
of games will be: Team sports 
(Basketball, Swimming, 
Hockey) 10-12 Skiing 5-6 con- 
test 


¢ No independent varsity 
contests, only those given by 


schedulers. 

e Spectators 
Games TBD. 

e Out of season coaching: 


for 


There will be no out of season 


coaching during the Winter Sea- 


In Western 


scheduled amount 


Ice 


Indoor 


son 

e Strongly recommend no 
captains practices. 

With the recent rollout of a 
vaccine as well as a second one 
now in the pipeline that could 
accelerate the vaccination pro- 
cess, it 1s unclear if decisions 
made about fans will be revisit- 
ed at some point. 

Another decision that must 
be made is what schools will be 
participating in the winter sea- 
son. 

Changes that have already 
been made for the season in- 
clude the addition of Southwick 
to the winter ranks. Southwick’s 
school committee did not al- 
low the school to participate in 
the fall season, but has agreed 
to support the winter season. 
Southwick has boys and girls 
basketball as well as ice hockey. 

Belchertown, while it will 
allow swimming and basketball, 
hockey is not being allowed 
due to the fact the UMass prac- 
tice rink, their home ice, is not 
available. Belchertown’s school 
committee confirmed other op- 
tions for Belchertown would be 
in communities that currently in 
the red status for being labeled 
“high-risk” for COVID-19 
spread. Belchertown is one of 


the towns not allowed to play 
other schools that have the red 
designation. 

Holyoke High School, which 
ceased its fall season on Oct. 21, 
is set to participate in the win- 
ter season with basketball and 
swimming, but can only do so if 
it gets out of the red by Dec. 24 
and remains out of the red until 
the season starts in January. It 
is possible the school will start 
late. 

Other changes and decisions 
are still pending, though many 
schools have already opted to 
participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in 
winter sports, but must find an- 
other venue due to the fact their 
gymnasium is currently being 
used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not 
made an official ruling on 
whether fans will be allowed 
in arenas, the MIAA’s current 
guidance is to allow up to 40 
percent of a gymnasium’s ca- 
pacity. However, the number 
of game participants (players, 
coaches, officials, etc.) count 
toward that 40 percent. Some 
schools, like the fall, could bar 
fans altogether in an effort to 
lower the spread while the cur- 
rent surge is still on. 
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T-Birds announce massive teddy bear donation 


SPRINGFIELD —-_ The 
Springfield Thunderbirds’ 
Foundation is pleased to an- 
nounce a donation of over 1,000 
teddy bears and stuffed animals 
to local charitable partners, the 
culmination of a successful 
Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss 
presented by Teddy Bear Pools 
& Spas, that was held on Sat- 
urday, Dec. 12 outside of the 
MassMutual Center in down- 
town Springfield. 

This morning, the Thunder- 
birds’ mascot Boomer, along 
with staff members, made deliv- 
eries of hundreds of stuffed an- 
imals to Square One, Center for 
Human Development (CHD), 
Boys and Girls Club of Spring- 
field, and the Boys & Girls Club, 
Family Center in Springfield. 

“Our holiday celebrations 
are looking much different this 
year, but the Springfield Thun- 
derbirds have proven that with 
a bit of creativity and careful 
planning, the children in our 
community can still experience 
the magic of the season,” says 
Kristine Allard, Vice President 
of Development & Communi- 
cations, Square One. “We are so 
grateful to Nate Costa and the 
entire Thunderbirds community 
for keeping the tradition of the 
Teddy Bear Toss alive. Our chil- 
dren will be overjoyed!” 

Due to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the annual Teddy Bear 
Toss event was much different 
than previous years. Instead of 
tossing the bears onto the ice 
after the first T-Birds first goal 
during a home game in Decem- 
ber, fans brought their new teddy 
bears or stuffed animals down 
and ‘tossed’ them out of their 
vehicles as part of the Drive-Th- 
ru Teddy Bear Toss at the Mass- 
Mutual Center on the corner 
of Main St. and Bruce Landon 
Way. Boomer, the Nicebox Ice- 
box, and front office staff were 
present to collect donations and 





Submitted phase 


Despite the pandemic conditions, the Springfield Thunderbirds still held its annual teddy bear drive. 





The Thunderbirds mascot tosses a teddy bear from a donor’s car. 


Senior photos from fall season wanted 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its 
end and Turley Publications has 
been all over the action. 

But with this unpredictable 
season there have been temporary 
or in some cases, permanent stop- 
pages in play, and we still want to 
help feature your athletes, espe- 


cially those who are seniors this 
year. 

We continue to ask for help on 
this season in order to bring the 
best coverage we can possibly 
manage and fill our pages with 
names and color. 

We know that fans will be lim- 
ited to the home crowds, but that 
is where you all come in. 

If you attended any senior 


games and would like to see those 
photos in our papers, we welcome 
submitted photos from _ those 
events and information about 
graduating seniors who partici- 
pated in Fall | sports. 

We also welcome any addi- 
tional information about other 
major achievements. Send any 
and all information and photos for 
inclusion to sports @turley.com. 


properly package and sanitize 
them. Those that couldn’t make 
it that day also donated at the 
Thunderbirds office, at Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas in Chicopee, 
the Springfield Visitor Center, 
or at New Valley Bank’s new 
headquarters located in Mon- 
arch Place in downtown Spring- 
field. 

“The T-Birds and their loy- 
al fans have again stepped up 
to bring holiday joy to children 
and families receiving services 
in CHD programs across west- 
ern Massachusetts,’ said Ben 
Craft, CHD’s Vice President of 
Community Engagement. “We 
deeply appreciate the Thunder- 
birds organization’s partnership 
and strong commitment to our 
community, and we can’t wait 
to get back to the arena to cheer 
them on when it’s safe to do so.” 

The virtual and drive-thru 
version of the Teddy Bear Toss 


department has recently 
joined Instagram. You 
can find our account by 
searching “turleysports.” 
We will regularly feature 
samples of photos that 


kicked off on #GivingTuesday, 
the annual global movement 
that encourages people to do 
good and support nonprofits, 
encouraging fans that couldn’t 
physically attend the event to 
donate to the Thunderbirds’ 
Foundation and sponsor a bear. 
Over 250 bears were sponsored 
by local and national supporters 
of the Teddy Bear Toss through 
donations to the Thunderbirds’ 
Foundation, including a signifi- 
cant number donated by Balise 
Auto Group. 

“We are amazed and grate- 
ful at the outpouring of support 
for the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss” said Thunderbirds Pres- 
ident Nathan Costa. “Teddy 
Bear Toss is a staple event for 
the Thunderbirds, and our fans 
came out in full support. We 
can’t thank our fans, partners, 
and those that donated to our 
Foundation enough to be able to 
bring smiles to children at this 
time of year.” 

The Thunderbirds extend a 
special thank you to all of their 
partners that stepped up and were 
able to make this event a reality, 
including: Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas, Balise Auto Group, West- 
ern Mass News, the Springfield 
Business Improvement District 
& downtown Visitor’s Center, 
New Valley Bank & Trust and 
Dunkin’. The Thunderbirds also 
would like to thank their teddy 
bear delivery partner, BMW of 
West Springfield. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy 
Bear Toss was established in 
2016, whereby the Thunder- 
birds’ first goal in the annual 
Teddy Bear Toss game results 
in a celebration of bears being 
thrown onto the ice. Since start- 
ing the tradition four seasons 
ago, the Thunderbirds have con- 
tributed more than 10,000 bears 
to local Springfield charities. 


Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports 


(0) 


and loved ones. We will be fea- 
turing photos from all 11 
of our sports sections in 
the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local 


you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please fol- 
low and share with your friends 


paper or picking up a copy in 
your community. 
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son-opening Spring Dash week- 
end. Post-time for this event is 
2 p.m., with the NHSTRA Mod- 
ifieds, NELCAR Legends and 
more also on the card. A second 
stop at “Mad Dog” is slated for 
Saturday, September 4 as part of 
Labor Day weekend at the Win- 
chester, New Hampshire, oval. 
The series heads to Bobby 
Webber’s Star Speedway for the 
first of two stops on Saturday 
night, May 8, before a return to 
the Star Classic weekend on Fri- 
day, September 17 comes in the 
thick of the championship battle. 
Last year, Derek Griffith and Joey 
Pole put together one of the best 
races in series history as part of 
the Classic at Star, which has be- 
come a Staple track for the series. 
Claremont Motorsports Park 
hosts their first of three dates 


on Memorial Day weekend as a 
Sunday evening special, May 30. 
Following the $10,000 to win 
Newport Chevrolet 150 in July, 
an event won by Derek Griffith 
last year, the champion will be 
crowned at Claremont for the first 
time on October 16 as part of the 
track’s Fall Challenge weekend. 

Beech Ridge Motor Speed- 
way in Maine will hold two Gran- 
ite State events for the first time 
in track history -- with stops set 
for June 12 and August 14. Last 
year, the series hosted more than 
30 cars as a mix of regulars and 
track favorites competed for glo- 
ry in the inaugural stop at Beech 
Ridge -- a race won by Wyatt Al- 
exander. 

“We had so much success 
with our first appearance at Beech 
Ridge last year, the car count was 
fantastic and Andy and the staff 
there welcomed us and our teams 


for a great event,’ Parks said. 
“Going there twice should give 
us much of the same we saw in 
2020.” 

Additional summer _ events 
include the annual stop at River- 
side Speedway in Groveton, New 
Hampshire, on June 19 and the 
Sunday afternoon spectacular at 
Hudson Speedway on Sunday, 
July 11. Granite State teams will 
also stop at Lee USA Speed- 
way twice -- both at some of the 
track’s most historic race week- 
ends. The first comes on Friday, 
July 2, celebrating Independence 
Day -- and the second will be on 
Sunday, October 3 as part of the 
season-ending Octoberfest. 

There is one event that re- 
mains outstanding on the series 
schedule -- dated for Saturday, 
July 24 -- which is on track to be 
announced soon. Series officials 
are working on the final details 


surrounding that event and will 
announce once available. 

The Granite State Pro Stock 
Series will have further updates 
surrounding the 2021 season 
when available. For more infor- 
mation, visit gspss.net and follow 
the series on social media. 


2021 GRANITE STATE 
PRO STOCK SERIES 
SCHEDULE: 

April 24 -- Stafford Motor 
Speedway -- Stafford, Conn. -- 
75 laps 

May 2 -- Monadnock Speed- 
way -- Winchester, N.H. -- 100 
laps 

May 8 -- Star Speedway -- 
Epping, N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 30 -- Claremont Speed- 
way -- Claremont, N.H. -- 100 
laps 

June 12 -- Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine 


-- 150 laps 

June 19 -- Riverside Speed- 
way -- Groveton, N.H. -- 150 laps 

July 2 -- Lee USA Speedway 
-- Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 11 -- Hudson Internation- 
al Speedway -- Hudson, N.H. -- 
100 laps 

July 24 -- TBA 

July 31 -- $10k to Win -- Cla- 
remont Motorsports Park -- Cla- 
remont, N.H. -- 100 laps 

August 14 -- Beech Ridge 
Motor Speedway -- Scarborough, 
Maine -- 150 laps 

September 4 -- Monadnock 
Speedway -- Winchester, N.H -- 
100 laps 

September 17 -- Star Speed- 
way -- Epping, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 3 -- Lee USA Speed- 
way -- Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 16 -- Claremont Mo- 
torsports Park -- Claremont, N.H. 
-- 100 laps 
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over a month, South Hadley opened its 
trails once more in May. 

South Hadley Selectboard member 
Sarah Etelman said she noticed as the 
weather improved, more and more of her 
neighbors were outside. 

“People got creative,’ she said. “For 
those of us who used to have gym mem- 
berships, we got out and active. Even with 
ways of saying ‘thank you’ or ‘congrat- 
ulations,’ everyone did what they could.” 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of res- 
idents flocked to the trails to enjoy the 
outdoors and get out of the house. Unfor- 
tunately, with added usage, unique prob- 
lems emerged, and one was identified 
by Conservation Administrator/Planner 
Anne Capra during a May 27 interview. 

“T have been receiving a lot of com- 
plaints about dog activity; dogs are only 
allowed on a leash,” said Capra. “People 
are leaving pet waste behind both bagged 
and un-bagged. Frankly, besides being 
disgusting, it’s rude.” 


June 


June was the month during which op- 
timism prevailed, as more operations and 
businesses reopened to their loyal clien- 
tele. Restaurants welcomed customers 
again, first outdoors on June 8 and then 
indoors, at a limited capacity, on June 22. 

“It feels normal for the first time in 
months. I think that local businesses must 
be supported at this point in time, and a 
lot of these businesses have been closed 
for quite a while. It’s nice to be able to 
support local businesses and be out in so- 
ciety again,” said Jennifer Mallo, a patron 
at Johnny’s Bar and Grille in the Village 
Commons on June 10. 

As residents ventured back into the 
world, they were greeted by a host of 
new, unfamiliar protocols. Masks were 
required indoors at all locations, menus 
at restaurants were printed on paper and 
disposed of after one use and basketball 
courts reopened and then closed again. 

Businesses were expected to abide re- 
ligiously by each new guideline. When it 
came to enforcement, Sullivan explained 
that teamwork was key. 

“We'd rather encourage than enforce,’ 
said Sullivan. “We certainly don’t want to 
come down hard with people. We know 
it’s a trying time. We want to work with 
people and keep them safe. If they make 
an innocent or common mistake, we want 
to work with them and not penalize them. 
Every business in town is valuable to us 
SO we want to make sure that they’re go- 
ing in a positive direction as well.” 

Granby High School held its grad- 
uation outside in the parking lot of the 
school, inviting families to attend in their 
vehicles and listen to the ceremony via 


radio. 
July 


Granby held its Annual Town Meeting 
outside under a tent at Granby Jr/Sr. High 
School. 

The 82-minute affair was largely un- 
eventful with the exception of an interest- 
ing conversation regarding a lawnmower. 

Article 13 called for the town to allot 
$115,000 towards the purchase of an air 
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conditioned mower for the Public Build- 
ings Department. The Finance Committee 
recommended that the item be postponed 
indefinitely. The vast majority of those in 
attendance were in favor of purchasing 
the new mower. 

Following the local election in Gran- 
by, Emre Evren was unanimously ap- 
proved as the chair of the school commit- 
tee, a position previously held by Michael 
Simpson. 

Effective June 30, Granby Superin- 
tendent Sheryl Stanton left her position 
to become the superintendent of Mohawk 
Trail and Hawlemont Regional School 
District in Buckland. 

In her resignation letter, Stanton said 
Hepworth, retiring pupil services director, 
postponed her retirement to serve as inter- 
im superintendent. 

All motorized vehicles, including 
all-terrain vehicles and dirt bikes, are pro- 
hibited on conservation areas owned by 
the town of South Hadley, according to a 
press release from the Planning and Con- 
versation Department. 

Illegal use of ATVs and motorized dirt 
bikes at the town-owned Bynan Conserva- 
tion Area and the Bachelor Brook-Stoney 
Brook Conservation Area have been ob- 
served in recent weeks. 

The town received multiple complaints 
about damage to trails on the property as 
well as adjacent private property by ATVs 
and dirt bikes. 


August 

While graduation for the class of 2020 
was not what high school seniors antici- 
pated it would be, there were moments of 
familiarity in the drive-up graduation on 
Aug. 7. 

Students were able to walk across the 
stage, receive their diplomas, take photos 
with their families and give speeches. 

Each the students’ speeches were filmed 
by South Hadley Community Television, 
which will have a video of each graduate 
crossing the stage as well. 

Throughout the day on Friday, stu- 
dents and their families parked in the high 
school lot in 10-minute intervals. They also 
received a professional portrait taken by a 
photographer hired by the schools and a 
goodie bag from the South Hadley Drug 
and Alcohol Prevention Coalition. 

An active group of South Hadley High 
School students recently organized an Aug. 
1 vigil that honored those who have lost 
their lives to police brutality or suffered 
from inequalities last week in the school’s 
parking lot. 

The initiative served as the debut project 
for the recently established student group, 
the South Hadley Student Union. A score 
of residents joined the students in the high 
school parking lot, lighting candles and tak- 
ing a knee to memorialize all who have suc- 
cumbed to racial injustices. 

The student-led protest sought to edu- 
cate residents on various issues that exist 
in South Hadley. Nic Long and her fellow 
student union members aim to address “ho- 
mophobia and any inequity problems that 
arise In our community.” 

A historic moment in Granby was also 
commemorated virtually. 

On the 75th anniversary of the Victory 


Alongside her daughter Emily, Mary Bagley identifies her street name and the 
entrance to the high school assigned to her precinct on Election Day. 
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Archive photos 


Many voters opted to vote early in the general election in Granby, with 2,800 early and 


absentee votes received. 


over Japan aka Victory in the Pacific on 
Saturday, Aug. 15, there was a small cere- 
mony in Granby. 

“The world woke to a new peace after 
it was announced Japan had withdrawn 
and thus ending World War II,’ wrote pip- 
er Todd Carpenter. “Bagpipers around the 
world were asked to pipe one tune at sun- 
rise. The tune’s name was ‘When the Bat- 
tle’s O’er.’” 

There was a local connection as well —a 
plane crash which killed seven people. 

At the location is of the first Bomber 
Crash in the town of Granby, which oc- 
curred on Sept. 17, 1944, Carpenter played 
the song. 

Carpenter played “When the Battle’s 
O’er” at the site of the first bomber crash in 
Granby in 1944. 


september 


In today’s world, there’s no such thing 
as being too young to inspire those around 
you. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
10-year-old South Hadley resident Aaliyah 
Hall has done just that and more. 

Over the past six months, Hall has fol- 
lowed her heart and imagination by launch- 
ing “Dreamland with Aaliyah,’ a nightly 
interactive program on Facebook Live. Hall 
has connected with thousands of readers 
across the world, simultaneously raising 
$10,000 for multiple nonprofit organiza- 
tions and causes. 

Two local representatives of the youth- 
led service group, Project 351, partook in 
the initiative on Sept. 11, expressing grat- 
itude for emergency personnel on the 19th 
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

“We made little care packages for all the 
police and first responders in South Hadley 
and Granby,” said Granby Junior/Senior 
High School student Ariana Klekotka, a 
Project 351 alumnus and peer leader. 

Klekotka collaborated with Jenna Bo- 
browski, South Hadley’s current Project 
351 ambassador. Together, Klekotka and 
Bobrowski distributed thank you packages 
to employees at the South Hadley Police 
Department, South Hadley Fire Districts 1 
and 2, the Granby Police Dept. and Granby 
Fire Dept. 

After a career in municipal government 
that has spanned decades, South Hadley 
Town Administrator Mike Sullivan is eye- 
ing retirement. Sullivan has served the town 
in his position since 2013, and expects to 
retire on June 30, 2021 when his contract 
runs its course. 

“Whoever comes to South Hadley, I can 
guarantee you’ ll enjoy it. Anyone would be 
lucky to hold this position,’ said Sullivan. 
“Tt’s a great community and a great town to 
work in, and I’m sure they’re going to find a 
quality person.” 


October 


A new student resource officer has been 
chosen to patrol the halls of South Hadley 
High School. Following the retirement of 
SRO Steve Fleming and the promotion of 
former SRO Doug Percy to sergeant., Of- 
ficer Josh Helems was recently assigned to 
the position. 

Helems made a formal introduction 
during the Oct. 5 virtual meeting of the 
School Committee. 





Eric Segundo, VFW MA Past State 
Commander, presents World War II veteran 
Phil Girard with a Certificate of Honor. 


After three years of arduous prepara- 
tion, the South Hadley Dog Park opened to 
the public on Oct. 8. The 1.8-acre facility 
offers separate play areas for both small 
and large dogs to exercise and recreate. 

“Tt 1s fabulous. It’s beyond fabulous. 
The park is beautiful. It’s just wonderful 
for dogs and their human owners,’ said 
Brenda Mathieu, president of the Friends 
of the South Hadley Dog Park, a nonprofit 
organization that is seeking donations for 
the upkeep and maintenance of the park. 

Located along Mulligan Drive close 
to Ledges Golf Club, the spacious park 
opened with little fanfare, an action taken 
to prevent a large gathering. 

Granby selectboard hired Robert Czer- 
winski as an interim fire chief. 

The selectboard discussed finding an 
interim fire chief following the termina- 
tion of Granby Fire Chief John Mitchell Jr. 
on July 23. During executive sessions, the 
board discussed Mitchell’s employment 
with the town and determined in a July 22 
executive session to terminate him, effec- 
tive the next day. 


November 


President-elect Joe Biden led heavi- 
ly in South Hadley, accumulating 6,587 
votes, which amounted to 65.79% of the 
total count. At that point, President Donald 
Trump had received 3,223 votes, 32.19% 
of all votes. 

Notably, a total of 10,091 voters cast 
their vote in the election on Tuesday, an 
82.5% turnout, 25.94% of voters cast their 
ballots in person on Tuesday. 

Voters in Granby certainly showed up 
to voice their opinion with a total of 82% 
turnout in the national election with 3,945 
of 4,855 voters who cast their ballot. 

In 2016, 1,447 voters voted early, 31% 
of Granby’s registered voters, according to 
the 2016 Annual town report. 

A single neutral arbitrator has found 
that the town of Granby did not have just 
cause to suspend Fire Chief John Mitchell 
for 30 days in May. 

Granby was ordered to immediately 


Please see YEAR IN REVIEW, page 15 
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lf you’re grieving, here are tips for navigating the holidays 


By Liane Smola 


For those of us who have 
lost someone it is hard to imag- 
ine how we will get through the 
upcoming holiday season. You 
may even wish you could skip 
the holidays all together, some- 
how put yourself on a fast track 
through them so you could elim- 
inate the pain and heartache of 
not having your loved one par- 
take in your family traditions. 

Sadly, I cannot sugar coat it. 
The holidays without your loved 
one can be very difficult. You 
wouldn’t be experiencing these 
feelings of grief had you not 
loved. As I always say, be easy 
on yourself through these times. 
I am hopeful you find some of 
the content included helpful as 
you navigate through the holiday 
season. 

Take care and be well, 
friends. 


The holidays can be a stress- 
ful time for all of us even if 
we are not experiencing grief. 
We put a great deal of pressure 
on ourselves to decorate our 
homes, purchase the most per- 
fect gifts, deliver the most de- 
lectable meals while managing 
the shuffle from home to home 
visiting friends and family. The 
pressure and stress for those 
who are not grieving is at an all- 
time high. Some studies show as 
high as 88% of people reporting 
feeling very high to extremely 
high stress levels. Now, can you 
imagine going into the holiday 
season with the feelings of grief 
layered on top of the stress we 
put on ourselves through these 
times anyways? If you are griev- 
ing this holiday season you may 
be feeling: 

Sad 

Fatigued 

Lonely/Empty Inside 

Helpless 

Confused 

Angry 

Not able to task 

Overwhelmed 


You must remember, you 
are not alone. Lean on those 
around you, your family, your 
friends. If you do not have a 
traditional support system, there 
are resources available to you. 
Outreach to a counselor, a grief 
coach, a support group. There 
are amazing community support 
groups available who can guide 
you through the challenging 
feelings you are experiencing. At 
GuidanceByLi we are also here 
to provide you a safe space to 
share your feelings and navigate 
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Liane Smola says the holidays can be stressful for everyone, but 
particularly for those who are grieving. She provides thoughts and 
tips for navigating what can be a difficult period. 


through these difficult days. 

I would like to share some 
tips that may help in dealing 
with the approaching season. 
Each tip may not be a “one-fits- 
all’ solution. 

Depending on where you are 
in your grief or whom you are 
grieving for you may find that 
there are specific tips that res- 
onate for you. Throughout my 
coaching I always remind my 
clients that each and every per- 
son grieves differently. There 
are no two situations exactly the 
same. Therefore, why would 
we think that every tip or tool 
offered would work for every 
person grieving? In my journey 
of giving and sharing, it is im- 
portant to me to share things that 
have worked for myself, oth- 
ers, or items I may come across 
through research or learning. 
There are a host of resources out 
there available to you at the click 
of a button. I remember when 
the internet was not an option. 
Going to the library and reading 


was the only way to truly access 
the information that you can now 
get at your fingertips in seconds. 
Take advantage of the resources 
available to you. I will continue 
to do my best to share tools and 
tips that I have come across in 
my own experience and in my 
studies. 

I am hopeful that you are able 
to find something that resonates 
with you that you may be able to 
implement or find helpful as you 
navigate the days ahead: 

It is OK to say no to invita- 
tions. If you are not feeling up 
for the occasion you can simply 
set a boundary for yourself and 
kindly say no. This year may 
make that response even easier 
due to COVID social distancing 
concerns. Or limit the number of 
commitments you make all to- 
gether. 

If you are up to attending a 
holiday get together, participate 
as little or as much as desired. 
Don’t put so much pressure on 
yourself to “show-up” the way 


you have always done in the 
past. As I always say, be easy 
on yourself. Remember...this is 
your journey, so you do not have 
to partake in activities that cause 
you Stress or anxiety. 

Decide what traditions you 
would like to keep. 

Decide what traditions you 
would like to change ~ If you 
have always held holiday dinner 
maybe this year you turn it into 
holiday brunch. Or celebrate on 
the Eve as opposed the actual 
day the holiday falls. 

Put out a memory jar or a 
memory stocking. Each family 
member can write down memo- 
ries of your lost loved one and 
then you can choose a time to 
share them with one another. 

Create a memory table with 
a picture of your lost loved one, 
maybe light a candle. 

Say yes to help! If family 
and friends are offering to help, 
please take them up on their of- 
fers. Allow them to make a meal 
or shop for you. Online shop- 
ping can also reduce the stress 
brought on by the hustle and the 
bustle of in store shopping. 

Setup a scrapbook making ta- 
ble and ask relatives and friends 
to make copies of their favorite 
pictures of your lost loved one. 
Together you can create a beau- 
tiful scrapbook in their memory 


Make an ornament 

Play their favorite music or 
make their favorite appetizer or 
meal 

Remember...crying is OK 
— and, you don’t have to hide it. 
You are crying because you miss 
your loved one. Do not allow 
others who feel you should be 
“stronger” get in the way. You 
are allowed to carry your feel- 
ings, express them, and let them 
out as needed 

Donate to a local charity or 
donate your time to a local soup 
kitchen. Believe it or not, help- 
ing others can shift the deep sad- 
ness you are suffering off your 
plate and you may find gratitude 
in assisting others in need. 

Be mindful of having too 
many alcoholic drinks or over- 
eating. Both may help mask 
your pain in the moment but can 
make you feel really crummy the 
following day. 

Shake things up a bit all to- 
gether and do something out of 
the ordinary. Go sky diving, 
hike a mountain or if you are not 
a risk taker... go to spa and pam- 
per yourself with relaxation. 

Make a list of three things 
you currently feel grateful for. 
Three things that make your 


heart happy and smile. Carry 
your list with you throughout 
your day. When you are having 
a particularly difficult moment, 
take your list out and remind 
yourself of the goodness you jot- 
ted down. 

Love and cherish your family 
and friends that are still physi- 
cally here sharing this holiday 
season with you. Lean on them. 
Ask them for support. Give them 
a hug. 


The Benefits of Hugs 

More often than not I think 
we take for granted the benefits 
we receive by just giving or re- 
ceiving a simple hug. When we 
engage in a hug ahormone called 
oxytocin is released into our 
body. Oxytocin is also known 
as the “trust hormone” and has 
proven beneficial physiological 
effects on your cardiovascular 
and emotional happiness. Stud- 
ies show we can receive the 
following benefits from a hug a 
day: 

Reduced Blood Pressure 

Reduced Stress & Anxiety 

Improve Immunity 

Improve Memory 


Why not try it out today? It 
may be just what you need this 
holiday season. 


I hope you have found value 
in our first ever written newslet- 
ter. As you move through this 
holiday season, remember to be 
easy on yourself. If your loved 
one could send you a message or 
sit down next to you, Iam almost 
certain they would want to tell 
you to celebrate the way you al- 
ways have. They would not want 
you to miss the joy you once ex- 
perienced during the holidays 
because they are no longer phys- 
ically here to celebrate with you. 
You are blessed with the gift of 
their memory. Make yourself a 
list of the top five most memora- 
ble holiday moments you shared 
with your lost loved one and as 
you jot down each event, think 
of how that memory made you 
feel when you were experienc- 
ing it. Picture the laughter, the 
embrace, the smells of delicious 
food. Hold onto the goodness of 
all the times you had the oppor- 
tunity to laugh together, to hold 
onto one another, to celebrate 
one another. If you close your 
eyes, it’s almost like you can 
bring yourself there. 

Sending you peace and love 
this holiday season ~L1 


Liane Smola runs Guidance- 
ByLi in Wilbraham 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 


To advertise on this page 
Call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


SERVICE 
DIREC TORY 


TTT. CGT GD GT 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 
Insured 
534-1002 TFN 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apartment 
Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawncare, Fall Cleanup, 
Snow Removal & More. Since 1982. 
HIC# 175887. Insured. References. 
413-455-5458 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 
323-4961 


12/31 





Page 14 


Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


or call: 413-283-8393 
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Base Price | 22 Base Price] 23 
$26.50 $27.00 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 


Name: 
Address: 
Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Base Price | 34 Base Price} 35 
$32.50 $33.00 
38 39 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
26 $29.00 27 
30 


Base Price 


$35.00 


Reminder 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 





A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2****k** A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





oh 3 PPR a : 
2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


Ean 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 28 Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price] 32 Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base 
$33.50 36 $ 


Price 
34.00 
36.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 40 $ 





Phone: 


State: Zip: 


X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: (1 MasterCard LI VISA 1 Discover LJ Cash _1 Check# 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 





SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 





December 25, 2020 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 















| BLANDFORD Sy 
SANDISFIELD 
TOLLAND 


GRANVILLE 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Sofa BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON fel 
















NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


é Suburban 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 










SPRINGFIELD 


. WILBRAHAM 
WEST 





Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price Cs, tues 
Addasecond ZONE ___ 10.00 ae 
Adda third ZONE __ 5.00" 
Subtotal on 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





HOME 


IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


December 25, 2020 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





$SSSSSSSSS$S 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 


(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER_ TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with airbrakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


Digital Photos 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Animal 
Control Officer & Animal Inspector. 
Looking for a reliable Animal Control 
Officer & an Animal Inspector. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Until Filled. EOE 


Open 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





$12.50 
Each 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo 
that recently ran in one 
of our publications. —_— 
Go to newspapers.turley. =F é 
com/photo-request aa 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


2 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
_) public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 





Reminder 


YEAR IN REVIEW from page 12 


“rescind the suspension, remove all 
references to the suspension from the 
Mitchell’s file and make him whole for 
all wages and benefits lost as a result 
of the suspension, less any interim in- 
come he would not have received but 
for the suspension,’ according to the 
decision written by Arbitrator Mary 
Ellen Shea. 

The South Hadley School Com- 
mittee voted on its next superinten- 
dent last Friday, after about a year of 
searching. 

The selected candidate is Dr. Jah- 
mal Mosley, who was unanimously 
approved by the committee in a spe- 
cial meeting last Friday. 

Joining Mosley as candidates for 
the position were acting South Hadley 
Superintendent Dr. Diana Bonneville 
and Dr. Carole Learned-Miller. 

The Newton St./Lyman St. Small 
Growth District project is gaining 
traction. On Nov. 24, the South Had- 
ley Selectboard and Planning Board 
approved a $2.71 million MassWorks 


smart Growth Grant to help fund the 
initiative. 

Focused primarily on revitalizing 
the Newton and Lyman streets com- 
mercial center, the project aims to fa- 
cilitate economic development and re- 
development in the district. The $2.71 
million grant is a major step forward. 


December 


South Hadley had reported a re- 
cord increase in positive COVID-19 
cases. From Dec. 1 to Dec. 8, 41 ad- 
ditional confirmed cases and 37 new 
contact cases appeared in town. 

“The increases are earth-shatter- 
ing. A month ago, on Nov. 10, 2020, 
we had 252 cases confirmed. It took 
us from March 1 to get to 252. Over 
the next 32 days, we went to 368,” said 
Michael Sullivan, South Hadley town 
administrator. “When you think about 
it in those terms, in just over 30 days, 
we jumped another 116.” 

As Sullivan alluded to, South Had- 
ley’s accumulative confirmed case 
count now stands at 368, as of Dec. 9. 
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There have also been 357 contact cas- 
es reported this year. 

On the morning of Dec. 9, South 
Hadley Police Officer Emily Tebow 
was chosen to lead South Hadley TRI- 
AD, a program designed to protect lo- 
cal seniors. Tebow fills a position that 
was left vacant by Officer Steve Flem- 
ing, who retired this spring. 

As South Hadley’s TRIAD Offi- 
cer, Tebow will work closely with the 
Hampshire County Sheriff’s Office, 
Northwestern District Attorney Da- 
vid Sullivan and the South Hadley 
TRIAD and S.A.L.T. Council. Tebow 
began embracing the role immediate- 
ly after learning of her selection. 

“We want to provide a workplace 
where people feel safe both cultur- 
ally and intellectually,’ said Sulli- 
van. “We want to relay to the public 
some of the exercises and planning 
and different innovative approaches 
we're having to try to have our staff 
understand diversity and inclusion, 
recognize their biases and how we 
can deal with them and go forward.” 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
RE: Application for a 

Package Store Beer & Wine 
license 
Licensee Address: 460 
Amherst Road, South 
Hadley, MA 01075 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of South Hadley 
Select board - Licensing 
Authority Notice of Hearing 
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with the provi- 
sions of Chapter 138, Section 
15A of the General Laws of 
Massachusetts, as amend- 
ed, that H & H Retail, INC 
d/b/a 3 Corners Package 
Store, formally known as 
Gagnes) has applied for a 
Package Store Beer & Wine 
License to be exercised at 
460 Amherst Road, South 
Hadley, MA. The Select 
board as Licensing Authority 
will hold a public hearing 
on said application at which 
time all interested parties 
will be heard on January 19, 
2021 at 7:15 p.m. virtually 
at 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/82574887791?p- 
wd=K21IMS3hiWFhHSIpVZ- 
TEyTXd6c114dz09 or by 
calling 1 301-715-8592. 
Meeting ID: 825 7488 
7791 
Passcode: 175690 
Town of South Hadley 
Select board, Licensing 
Authority 
Jeff Cyr, Chair 
Sarah Etelman, Vice 
Chair 
Chris Geraghty, Member 
Bruce Forcier, Member 
Andrea Miles, Member 
Under M.G.L. Chapter 
138, § ISA and §16C, any 
school, church, or hospi- 
tal within 500 feet of 460 
Amherst Road, South 
Hadley, MA wishing to 
object to the issuance of such 
license must voice objections 
in writing. 
12/25/2020 


Sale Of Motor 
Vehicles Under 
G11. C.255 Sec. 39A 

Notice Is Hereby Given 
By Hampshire Towing, 650 
New Ludlow Rd., South 
Hadley, Ma 01075, Pursuant 
To The Provisions Of G.1. 
C. 255, Section 39A, That 
A SEALED BID Auction 
With Bids Due Monday, 
January 4, 2021 At 9 A.m. 
Vehicles Can Be Viewed By 
Appointment Only December 
29 And December 30, 2020 
Between 9 A.m. And 4 P.m. 


HPPUlblic Notces <« 


Monday Through Friday. 
Please Call 413-534-5373 
For Appoinments. 

The Following Motor 
Vehicles Will Be Sold To 
Satisfy Our Garage Keeper’s 
Lien Thereon For Storage, 
Towing Charges, Care And 
Expenses Of Notices And 
Sale Of Said Vehicles: 


2005 Chevrolet Corvette 
IG1YY24U255103525 
No Record Found 


2001 Honda Shadow Spirt 
1100 
IHFSC180X1A501974 
John M. Stearns 

10 Oakdale St 

Westfield, Ma 01085 


2013 Mitsubishi Outlander 
Sport 
4A4AR3AU9DE017846 
Mary Hachey 

31 Dexter St #1 

Orange, Ma 01364 


1999 Subaru Legacy 
4S3BG6850X7626866 
Donna L. Murry 

P.o. Bx 154 

Monson, Ma 01057 


2004 Nissan Maxima 
IN4BA41E44C861179 
Luis E. Rosa 

623 Hampden St. 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


2005 Ford Explorer Sport 
Trac 
IFMZU77KX5UB14319 
Jonathan Rodriguez 

28 Valley Hts. 

Holyoke, Ma 01040 


2005 Ford Five Hundred 
1FAFP251X5G188064 No 
Records Found 


2001 Toyota Camry 
4T1BG22K71U086234 
Carl R. Vettori 

143 School St Apt C4 
Taunton, Ma 02780 


2001 Honda Cr-V 
JHLRD 1868 1C042204 
Misheily Morales-Rivera 
84 Front St #12 
Chicopee, Ma 01013 


2004 Volvo S80 
YV1TH59H641366244 
Tyrisha T Greene 

48 Rifle St. 
Springfield, Ma 01105 


1997 Lincoln Town Car 
ILNLM82W1V Y639042 
Leroy C Mcdaniel 

78 Sanderson St. 
Springfield, Ma 01107 


Moped Kymco Red 
RF55CAA582B 102137 
No Records Found 

P/U Lyman St & Beech St 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


1998 Nissan Maxima 


JN1CA21D3WM904906 
Todd M Beddow 

344 Suffield St 
Agawam, Ma 01001 


2007 Kia Optima 
KNAGE124475 157854 
Brianna N. Zucco 

77 Wilmont St #2L 
Springfield, Ma 01108 


2002 Saturn S-Series 
1G8ZR12712Z196620 

Juan M. Colon 

649 South Summer St Apt 2R 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


1998 Honda Civic 
1HGEJ7124WL 129329 
Xavier T Dejesus 

9 Ladd St. 

Springfield, Ma 01109 


2008 Hyundai Tiburon 
KMHHM66D38U263779 Juan 
A. Reyes 

10 Marengo Park #2R 
Springfield, Ma 01108 


2003 Infiniti Q45 
JNKBFO1A83M101829 
Thomas K. Fleming 

76 Nonotuck St. 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


12/18, 12/25/20, 1/01/2021 


TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY 
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 40-A 
of the Massachusetts General 
Laws, and Article X of the 
Town of South Hadley Zoning 
By-Law, the South Hadley 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, January 20, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear 
the petition of Catherine and 


Steven Knowles, 82 Pearl 
Street (aka 82 Sorbi Circle); 
South Hadley, MA 01075 for 
a Variance from the require- 
ments of Section 255-21 
(Attachment 2) of the Town’s 
Zoning By-Law regarding the 
required setback of an acces- 
sory structure in an agricultur- 
al zoning district. The subject 
property is zoned Agricultural 
and is located off the south 
side of Pearl Street and is 
identified as Parcel #58 on 
Assessor’s Map #72. The pub- 
lic hearing will be conduct- 
ed virtually/online using the 
Zoom Webinar platform. Final 
login information will be pro- 
vided on the posted agenda 
for the January 20, 2021 meet- 
ing (agenda to be posted on 
the Town’s website no later 
than Friday January 15, 2021) 
The application is on file 
with the Town Clerk’s Office. 
The application and submitted 
materials may also be viewed 
on the Town’s website on the 
Planning & Conservation 
Department page under the 
tab “ZBA Applications Filed’. 
Anyone interested in, or 
wishing to be heard on, the 
application should appear at 
the time and place designated. 
The Zoning Board of Appeals 
Barbara Erwin, Clerk 
12/25/2020, 01/01/2021 
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pread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 





Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


— Enjoy 
S 99 | Choose your speed ‘eo powe rfu 
amo. 
/1yr. Internet 


experience 


No term contract required 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


xfinity 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment 
and paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount 
will be discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change 
during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds 


vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app 
login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-NewLondon-Holiday-Q4-V4 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. 





